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B-3563 - B-3570 c. 1835 - 1882 
1109 - 1143 Riverside Ave. (East side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The east side of the 1100 block of Riverside Ave. is improved with a 
variety of house types dating from the late 1830's to the 1880's. The 
earliest houses on the block are at the north end and consist of a group of 
two story, two bay wide gable-roofed brick houses built in the late 1830's 
by William Gist (1109, 1111-1113) and Isaac Vincent (1115-1117). 1109 Riverside 
Ave. was remodeled after the Civil War and now has a shed roof and bracketed 
cornice, but the pairs of houses at 1111-1113 and 1115-1117 Riverside Ave. retain 
their original exterior form. At 1119 Riverside Ave. there is a two.story, two 
bay wide shed-roofed house with bracketed cornice which represents a later 
remodeling of an original 1850's house built on the site by Vincent. Farther 
to the south, at 1129 Riverside Ave. there is a similar two story, two bay wide 
brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice built in the 1870's. At 1131-
1143 Riverside Ave. there is a row of three story, two bay wide brick houses 
with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built as a group by Jacob Funk in the 
early 1880's. 
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This two story, two bay brick house was built in the 1880's as part of the 
development of this section of Riverside Ave. The facade of the house has been 
covered with formstone. 

The house is two stories in height, about 13' wide, and occupies a lot about 144' 
deep. The house is six bays deep and has a one story high, four bay deep frame rear 
addition. The house is constructed in running bond but the facade has been covered 
with formstone. The shed roof is capped by a stamped sheet metal cornice consisting 
of a deeply projecting crown molding set above a row of dentils and a row of egg-and-
dart moldings. Three paneled brackets support the cornice, the upper edges of the 
two end brackets terminating in "anthemions" with embossed medallions. A single 
chimney is located along the south side of the front section of the house. 

Although the formstone covering has hidden the original appearance of the door 
and window lintels, it is apparent that all of the openings had segmentally arched 
lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums and brick header sills. All of the window openings 
are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. A Mission-style door is set beneath a single 
light transom which has been filled with a piece of stained glass. The house sits 
on a fairly high basement, the entrance being reached by five brick steps. There 
is a rectangular basement window opening located to the right of the steps. 
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This house is significant as being representative of the type of two story, 
Victorian-style house built in such large numbers in this section of Federal Hill 
in the 1880's and 1890's. Usually such houses were built in long rows, as at 1001-
1021 Riverside Ave. in the next block to the north, but occasionally individual 
houses such as this were built on previously unimproved lots, or replacing earlier 
houses. The houses are notable for their small scale, yet solid construction and 
practical amenities, such as already installed Franklin stoves. This type of house 
was usually rented. It is two rooms deep with the kitchen located in a rear addition. 
A notable feature of houses of this type is that, despite the simple nature of the 
form and design, the builder still indulged in often elaborate cornice treatments, 
which could, however, be easily and cheaply manufactured by machine. 
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